


Mrs. Tom Anderson 
2220 Woodmont Boulevard 
Nashville, Tennessee 

Dear Carolyn: 

Belmont, Massachusetts 0277 8 

August 19, 1964 

Enclosed in confidence for yourself and Tom--and, of course, Carol--
is copy of a letter I wrote Arla McMillan about a month ago. It will give 
you considerably more background to the DePugh-Minutemen situation, 
especially as related to our forthcoming suit against National Broad
casting Company over the Huntley-Brinkley Broadcast. We gave our 
general membership some information on this matter in a little over two 
pages in our August Bulletin, but I thought you would find the more 
complete picture of interest, If you would return the enclosed carbon 
copy to me after all three of you have read it, however, the favor would 
be appreciated, since there are one or two other people to whom I should 
also like to send it. 

In the struggle we are in, and with the kind of enemy we face today, there 
are always many things going on behind the scenes or under the surface, 
about which it would be -utterly impracticable - -and frequently unwise--for 
us to try to inform our membership in adequate detail, if at all. This was 
certainly true in regard to our relationship with the Minutemen. Fortunate
ly, we were able to catch and do something about this development just in 
time, before the impending crisis. For if DePugh had been in position to 
tie us in with the Minutemen, in those long interviews which he gave to the 
New York Times a few weeks ago, and which the Times so gleefully ~/ 
published, the affect on the Society could have been very serious indeed. 

Incidentally, you will be interested to know that we have made an outright 
purchase of half a million copies of Haley1s book, A TEXAN LOOKS AT 
LYNDON. Shipment of the first trailer load from Chicago to ourselves in 
Boston is promised for August 31, with a trailer load to be shipped to us 
in Los Angeles the next day; and further trailer loads to follow from Chicago 
immediately, to either Boston or Los Angeles as we designate, Our book
store units and members all over the country can do the very best job, of 
course--and constitute the only group which can really do the job- -of getting 
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pum.ped enough initial distribution on a sizeable and widespread scale in a 
great many areas, when time is -so much of the essence. And much more 
confidentially--since a rumor or report of the above purchase, which is 
true, seems somehow to have leaked out and been spread among many 
Cons ervatives in the country, apparently by Evetts Haley or somebody in 
his group--we are emphatically negotiating for the purchase of another half 
million copies, to follow right behind the first lot, if they can be delivered 
in time. This last item, however, I really should like to have kept 
completely confidential for the present, and hope that nobody at Evetts Haley's 
end will do any talking about it. 

This will show you , and probably reassure Tom, that we are suddenly working 
to do our full part, and make use of our full potential, to supply our members 
with the literature and information which will enable them as individuals to do 
the best possible job in the current political campaigns. And that brings up a 
matter which is one of the reasons for .my rattling off this letter to you. For 
I heard in Birmingham and also in Boston some brief rumblings about your 
discontent over our discouragement of any massive exploitation of Phyllis 
Schlafly 1s A CHOICE NOT AN ECHO by the American Opinion Library in 
Nashville. And I had intended to talk to you about this matter while you were 
in Bos ton for the Rally, but simply never could make any oppgrtunity to do so. 
One night, for instance, in between and on top of everything else , I simply 
had to be up a good part of it with Ed Griffin , going over some of the details 
of the new presentation film which he is developing f or us. At another time I 
had to spend hours with Dan Draskovich, straightening out some misunderstand
ings which appeared to me bad arisen in his mind. And I never did get a chance 
to talk with yourself. 

At any rate, while it was positively and fully true that our fixed and firm policy• 
had to be against any activity which could be construed as converting any of o;_r 
bookstore units into a political headquarters for any candidate, there was a 
further very important aspect of this situation which I was not willing for Tom 
Hill or anybody else to put in writing in any letter to anybody, but which I think 
I can now mention all right in this confidential letter directly from me to your -
self. And this is that the course we took, and were taking in some similar 
instances elsewhere in the country, was specifically at the request of Phyllis 
Scblafly herself. P hyllis has been a good friend of mine for a long time. And, 
despite one or two items in her book, with which, of course, I disagreed, I 
thought that her book was excellent, and was going to be very helpful in the 
campaign. But she, and obviously some of the Goldwater higher-ups with whom 
she was in close association, were extremely fearful- -far more so, I think, 
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than was necessary--tbatthe usefulness and effectiveness of the book, 
especially in the Primary Campaign, could be nullified by the enemy if they 
could tie it in any way to The John Birch Society; and that any such develop
ment might actually damage rather than help the total Goldwater cause. 
Confidentially, Phyllis even resigned from the Society when she brought the 
book out, in order to avoid this possibility. 

It was for this reason, therefore, with her full knowledge and even ap
preciation, that her book was never once even mentioned in a Bulletin of the 
Society nor even in American Opinion, nor even in any memorandum 
concerning books available and similar matters which was sent to our book
store units around the country by Dick Ober and his wholesale deparbnent. 
We never even carried the book in stock at all in the Wholesale Department, 
nor have any copies shipped here except a very few which we purchased as 
individuals. 

It is true that our members in many areas, as individuals, not only bought 
the book in large quantities, but help.piightily in getting it further 
distributed. According to what I have been told by Bill Voit, which has been 
confirmed to me separately by Phyllis Schlafly herself, h .: a rd s ome of his 
associates alone were responsible for the distribution. in California of over 
three hWidred thousand copies, at a time when they could do the most good. 
But Dick Ober was in a constant and very emphatic argument even with Bill 
Voit--on my instructions, and in accordance with our policy--to see that 
the purchasi..7.g and distribution of these books was not handled through any 
of our bookstores out there to any sufficient extent as to give the enemy a 
lever with which to raise the storm and smear they would have liked to 
bring about. And Phyllis has told me herself that we handled the whole mat
ter exactly in accordance with her wishes and what she and her associates 

-✓ thought was best under the circumstances . So I hope you have forgiven or 
can forgive Dick Ober or Tom Hill or anybody else here who was forced by 
those circumstances to take or to support a position with which at the time, 
I understand, you emphatically disagreed. As you can see from what we are 
trying to do with the Haley book, we have certainly no wish to cramp the style 
of any of our people in their political endeavors - -but just the opposite. In 
fact, when I heard Tom say in Birmingham that he would like to see our 
members spend eight hours s'ecping, eight hours in educational work, and 
eight hours politicking, my comment was that I would be glad to see them. 
spend the whole sixteen hours, outside of their sleeping time, in political 
activity, provided this political activity itself was made a part of and carried 
on through truly educational efforts. And cei::tarnl / this is the case when our 
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members are passing out books like Stormer's or Schlafly's or the new 
history-biography by Evetts Haley. 

We are l ooking forward to seeing both Tom and yourself at the COUNCI L 
meeting here in Boston on September 12 and for the dinner that evening. 
And in the meantime, Marian joins me in sending you both, as always, our 
very kindest regards. 

Sincerely, 

RW:dt Robert Welch 
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